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i By the Protector. 


A PROCLAMATION 


Commanding alpeedy and due Executionof the Lavvs 


made againſt the abominable fins of Drunkenneſs, profane Swearing and Curſing, 


Adultery, Fornication, and other acts of uncleanneſſe; For obſerving the Asſize 


of Bread, Ale, andFewel ; and touching Weights, and Meaſures ; For ſetting the Poor on Work, 
and providing for the impotent and aged poor, and puniſhing Rogues and Vagabonds, ta- 
king Accounts of Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor ; and againſt diſturbing 
of publick Preachers, and profanation of the Lords day. 


->=7 Hereas many good and wholeſome Laws Have been made and pꝛovided foz the 
good Government of the people of this Commonwealth, and foz the ſuppꝛel⸗ 
rng and pzeventing ot many lins, diſoꝛders, abuſes and deceipts, tending to 
the diſhonour of God, the ſcandal of Religion, and the pꝛejudice and great 
Wꝛong of the People. But foꝛ want of zeal and care in the Officers and Mi⸗ 
d niſters of Juſtice, to whoſe Truſt the execution thereof hath been committed, 
Ix EAI IST | there hath not been that due obſervatron of thoſe Laws, and the puniſhment 
(= Veen) (nflicted upon the Difenders, as is thereby pꝛovided, by reaſon whereof ſuch 
ill diſpoſed perſons have been hardned in their evil wales, and ochers the moꝛe bold and encourag- 
ed to commit the like offences in hope ok tmpunity : Hi Highnels the Loꝛd Pꝛotectoꝛ deſiring (ac 
cozding to the Truſt repoled in Him fo2 the publique Weal of theſe Mations) to uſe His utmoſt 
2 ower ſax the Laws be duly executed, Juſtice adminiſtred, Abuſes puniſhed , and the good 
and welfare of the People by all good ways and means pꝛocured and pꝛeſer ved, Hath by the Ad- 
vice ot His Council, thought fit to Recommend the ſame unto the Judges, and other Officers 
and Mimſters of Juſtice, unto whom the due execution of the Law and Juſtice is committed; 
And doth therefoze hereby Will and Require all the Juſtices of Aſſizes in their ſeveral Circuits, to 
give in Charge, and to take eſpecial Care, that the Laws be duly executed, and particularly ſuch 
Laws as are in foꝛte, foꝛ the better ſuppꝛeſſing and pꝛeventing the abominable Sins of Dꝛun⸗ 
zennels, Pꝛophane Swearing and Curſing, Adultery, Foznication, and the like Uncleannels ; 
the Laws and Statutes made touching the Alſize of Bꝛead and Ale, the Alltze of Fewel, touch- 
ing Weights and Meaſures, foꝛ Setting the Pooꝛ on woꝛk, the Pꝛo viding fo: ſuch as by reaſon of 
age 02 impotency are not able to maintain themſelves, foꝛ puniſhment of Rogues, Uagabonds 
calling themſelves Egyprians,and other Uagabonds oꝛ ſturdy Beggers,and 1 — the increaſe 
of them, and duly taking Accompts of Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Pooꝛ, foꝛ pumnth- 
ment of ſuch as ſhall diſturb publique Pꝛeachers and Miniſters in their publique Exerciſes, and 
ſuch as ſhall pꝛophane the Lozds-Day : And his Highneſs, by the Advice of His Council, Doth 
ſtraitly Charge and Command all Majo2s, Juſtices of the Peace, Bayliffs, Conſtables, and all 
other Officers who are any way Jntruſted with the execution of any of the Laws and Admini⸗ 
{tration of Juſtice , to uſe theirutmoſt Care, Diligence and Endeavoꝛ Within their Counties, 
Cities, Towns, Liberties and Pꝛecincts, That all and every the Laws whereby fÞey are im⸗ 
powered, 92 with the Execution whereof they are Intruſted, and moꝛe elpectally ſuch as concern 
the ſeveral Matters afoꝛeſaid, be duly and vigoꝛoully put in Execution, and the Offenders againſt 
the ſame effectually pꝛoſecuted and puniſhed, atcoꝛding to the ſaid Laws. AndHisHighnels 
doth. by the Advice of Hts ſaid Council, alſo Require and Enjoyn all the People of this Common- 
Wealth, tobe aiding and aſſiſting in Diſcovering ok the Offenders, and bꝛinging them to condign 
puniſhment, as they tender the Glozy of God, their own good , and the good and welfare ofthis 
Commonwealth, which cannot be pꝛeſer ved and ſuppoꝛted without the due Obſervation of the 
Laws, and the Execution of Juſtice foz the Terroz of evil doers, that others may ſee it and fear, 
and not dare to do the like, And his Highneſs doth further Charge and Require His Judges in 
their ſeveral Circuits to take an exact Accompt how theie things have been, and ſhall be from 
time to time obſerved, and what the ſucceſs thereof ſhall be; from whom Hts Highneſs will expect 


to be truly infoꝛmed at their Return out of their Circuits. Given at White-Hall the Ninth day of Auguft, 
in the Yearof Our Lord, One thouſand fix hundred fifty and five. 


Publiſhed by His Highneſs ſpecial Command. 
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